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Owyhee
to get new
voting
machines

Devices bought
by state will be
ready for primary

Owyhee County voters will see
anew system when they go to the
polls for the primaries in May as
the county will upgrade its voting
system to meet the Help America
Vote Act (HAVA) requirement. In
2002, President Bush signed HR
3295, the HAVA, which required
many election-related changes
to update systems of voting and
ensure the integrity of elections
in America.

The actaddresses improvements
to voting systems and voter
access that were identified after
the 2000 presidential election.
HAVA includes requirements
for a centralized voter
registration database, privacy
and independence in the voting
process, access for people with
disabilities and voter outreach and
education.

Secretary of State Ben Ysursa
entered into a contract to purchase
one AutoMARK voting assistance
terminal for each polling place
in Idaho, making it possible for
voters with disabilities to vote
privately and independently as
other voters. Eleven of those
machines have been ordered
for Owyhee County and will
be available in January. County
Clerk Charlotte Sherburn said
she and her election deputy clerk,
Jamie Wylie, have been attending
classes on using the machines.
Sherburn said election officials
also would be trained before the
primaries in May.

Sherburn said the machine is

— to page 54

Parade winner
Jo Howell delivers Christmas presents in the Paul'’s Market float
during last weekend s annual Homedale Chamber Christmas parade.
The Paul’s float won the business category prize. For more parade
photos, see Page 10A.

Military saluted
at Homedale’s
holiday parade

Local armed forces personnel
returning from Iraq, and those
who have served to protect our
country over the years, were
honored Saturday during the
annual Homedale Chamber of
Commerce Christmas Parade
dubbed “Welcome Home for the
Holidays.”

Six soldiers from the National
Guard 116" Brigade Combat
Team, as well as World War 11
veteran Ray Mansisidor and
Owyhee County Commissioner
Hal Tolmie, were loaded into a
Clydesdale horse-driven carriage
and paraded down Idaho Avenue
on Saturday morning. The group
was greeted by hundreds of
supporters and children who
attended the chilly celebration.

The service men and women
attending included Brian Cook,
Caleb Morgan, Ralph Rotter,
Kevin Harden and Charles
Garrison — all recently home

from serving in the Iraq conflict.

Immediately after the parade,
Homedale Mayor Paul Fink
presented a plaque to the men
and to every military person who
has served their country.

“We just want you to know how
much we appreciate what you
boys and all military persons have
done for their country,” Fink told
the crowd while presenting the
plaque. “We are so proud and so
grateful for your service. And we
are very glad you are all home.”

Parade winners included:

Les and Maria Blair of Marsing
won the community class with
their wagon and Clydesdale
horses, Paul’s Market won a
prize for the business class, the
Vallivue FFA won the horse class
and Homedale Elementary School
baton twirlers won the children’s
category.

— CAB
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Mayor invites town to speak out

on ways to beautify Homedale

Homedale Mayor Paul Fink
said he needs the help of the city’s
residents to coordinate a citywide
beautification project he hopes to
get under way early next year.

The community is invited to
attend a town meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday at Homedale Middle
School on Johnstone Road.

Earlier this year, the mayor
and City Council asked residents
to volunteer for a community
committee to give ideas on
improving the look of the city.
Fink said he has had several
suggestions and now wants to

Paul Fink

know what community members
want.

“For a while, we have been
issuing ordinance violations
for junk cars, trash and other

unsightly yards,” Fink said last
week. “But when it is all said
and done, when a person’s yard
is cleaned up and the old cars are
removed, you look down the street
and see unsightly roads, no curbs
and gutters, no sidewalks, it just
doesn’t look good.”

Fink said several years ago
the city was awarded a grant
for a revitalization project, but
the grant was never accepted by
the city. He said before the end
of his term, he hopes to make

— to page 5A
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Homedale Police’s quick work

nabs pair of burglary suspects

Police chief
warns car
burglaries on rise

Two of three burglary suspects
were behind bars Sunday
afternoon, several hours after
they were accused of breaking
into a home on the 100 block of
Idaho Avenue in Homedale.

With Christmas just around the
corner, Homedale Police officials
say car burglaries are also on the
increase in town with about 10
cases being reported within the
last 30 days.

Homedale Police Chief Jeff
Eidemiller said Monday that his
department responded to a call
at about 1:30 a.m. Sunday for a
report of three males breaking into
a home, restraining the occupant
and making off with video game
components.

Nearly 12 hours later, two of the
three men had been arrested.

Eidemiller said the victim
reported that the men broke into
his home, held him down and
stole several items.

“The victim reported that three
individuals knocked on his door,
and when he opened the door they
rushed him,” Eidemiller said. “At
some point, he was physically
battered by one or both of the
men holding him down while the
other one removed two gaming
consoles, controllers and games.
They then reportedly fled the
area.”

Pedro Pedraza, 20, and Alfonzo
Hernandez Jr., 19, both of Wilder
were arrested separately in Wilder
on Sunday afternoon.

Eidemiller said the victim was

Pedro Pedraza

able to identify his attackers and
said he knew one of them.

Eidemiller said the third suspect
has been identified, and an arrest
warrant was expected Monday,
but he said he could not release
the suspect’s name until the
warrant was served.

Pedraza and Hernandez are
being charged with strong-arm
robbery and burglary. Eidemiller
said the stolen items were not yet
located.

“I can’t say enough about the
job my officers and reserves did
on this case,” Eidemiller said.
“Once again the officers on patrol
and everyone involved stepped
up.

“Steve Westerburg, Andy
Hoagland, Ian Takashige and
Anthony Antonucci did a good
job from the initial report to the
arrest. It is what our victims
expect from us, and it is what we
try to provide.”

Eidemiller said the reserve
officers, who volunteer for the

Alfonzo Hernandez Jr.

police department were instrumental
in assisting in this case.

Wilder Police Department and
the Canyon County Sheriff’s
Office assisted us in Wilder.

Eidemiller said although
Sunday’s burglary was an
unrelated case, car break-ins are
also on the rise in the city. He
said nearly 10 cases have been
reported in the past 30 days.

“I just want to remind everyone
that it’s ‘’tis the season’,”
Eidemiller said. It seems the
closer we get to Christmas the
more cases of car burglaries we
have.

“People need to remember
to remove anything valuable
from their car. These thieves will
randomly walk around looking in
cars for something to steal. If you
have a stereo in your vehicle with
aremovable face, remove it. I just
hate to see someone who works
hard for what they have lose it
to a thief.”

— CAB
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Christmas spirit
Although many gifts have been donated, many tags still hang on
a Christmas Wish Tree at Paul’s Market in Homedale. Today is the
deadline to donate gifts to about 50 local families.

Many Wish Tree
tags still unfilled

In this season of giving, many
needy families in the Homedale
area are hoping for warm clothes
and toys for their children this
Christmas.

Many tags are still available on
tress located at several businesses
in Homedale.

The deadline to submit gifts
is today.

The Wish Tree committee has
placed trees with tags giving
ages, sizes and Christmas wishes
for over 50 families. Over 400
tags were available and several
hundred still need to be filled.

The school district has given
the committee a list of families in
need of Christmas items and are
asking the community to take a tag
and help the children have a merry
Christmas. Gifts can be returned

wrapped or unwrapped with the
tag attached, to the location the
tag was picked up. Presents need
to be returned by today.

Trees are located in Tolmies
Appliance and Repair, the post
office, Homedale Drug, Main
Street Café, Paul’s Market and
Owyhee Lanes and Restaurant.
Presents will be delivered to the
homes on Dec. 17.

Coordinator Teresa Ryska said
each child would receive two gifts
from the tree including one item
of clothing and a toy. Ryska said
a fundraiser was held at the Tango
recently, but more items are still
needed.

For more information, contact
Ryska at (208) 337-3177 or at
(208) 573-8088.

— CAB
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Marsing Hardware plans remodel

Marsing Hardware and Pump
will close its doors on Dec. 24 for
one month for a total makeover
of the inside of the business.
Owner Chris Salove said he
plans to create a better customer
friendly atmosphere inside the
establishment.

“We will have a new paint
center complete with a paint
matching computer,” Salove said.
“It’s going to be much nicer. We
have to totally empty this main
retail floor.”

Salove said he plans to increase
inventory and add more signage.
He said Friday that the vintage
“Hardware Gifs” sign overhanging
the sidewalk on Main Street will
be replaced with True Value
Hardware signage.

He said professional
merchandising would be done so
people can find things much easier.
He expects the new design of
fixtures to double his display area
in the 6,000-square-foot store.

Salove said the pump and
water-softening business will
remain open to the public, but
the hardware section will be
completely closed because
everything has to be removed
from inside of the building. Parts
for the pump service will be
available.

True Value Hardware has
a cost-share program for new
signage and lighting fixtures, and
Salove said because the hardware
chain wanted to do the changes
immediately after Christmas,
he decided to do his complete
remodel at the same time.

“All the old fixtures will be
removed, and we will get all new
fixtures,” Salove said.

The store will be open until
5:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve. The
grand re-opening is planned for
Jan. 21.

Salove said details would be
released at a later date.

— CAB

Pick Up

Changes afoot

Above: The vintage “Hardware
Gifts” sign overhanging Main
Street in Marsing will be replaced
with True Value Hardware signage
as part of Marsing Hardware
owner Chris Salove s remodeling
plan. Right: Salove displays the
floor plan that customers will see
when the hardware store reopens
in late January.

the Pace
helps Toys
for Tots

All Pick Up the Pace locations
in the Treasure Valley — including
the newest location in Homedale
at4 W. Owyhee Ave. — are drop-
off sites for this year’s Toys for
Tots program.

The fitness centers are
partnering with the Toys for
Tots program to collect toys
this holiday season. Through
Dec. 23 community members in
Homedale, Nampa, Middleton
and Caldwell are invited to drop
off new, unwrapped toys at any
Pick Up the Pace location.

All donated toys will be
distributed to needy children in
the local areas.

The goal of Toys for Tots is
to deliver, through a new toy at
Christmas, a message of hope
to needy youngsters that will
motivate them to grow into
responsible, productive, patriotic
citizens and community leaders.
The Toys for Tots program was
created in 1947 and expanded
nationwide in 1948, and it’s an
official activity of the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserve. Since 1947, the

Marines have distributed 332.5
million toys to more than 158.7
million needy children.

Everyone who drops off a new,
unwrapped toy at the Homedale
Pick Up the Pace location will
receive 50 percent off the regular
registration price.

Buy it, sell it,
trade it, rent it...
in the

Classifieds!

Bruneau man dies in farming accident

A 50-year-old Bruneau man was
killed Wednesday in a farming
accident on his ranch as he was
loading hay bales.

Lyle Dean Merrick was
pronounced dead at the scene
from injuries he sustained when
a 1,500-pound hay bale fell on
him.

An Owyhee County Sheriff’s
Office spokesman said following
an investigation into the accident,
it was determined that Merrick
was loading 1,500-pound hay
bales from a haystack onto a flat
bed trailer.

“It was just a horrible accident,”
Sheriff Gary Aman said. “Dean
was a very respected person in
the community and county. This

For FAST results...
try the

Classifieds!

was probably something he had
done thousands of times and it
seems to be a freak accident. Our
deepest sympathies go out to the
family and community who have
all suffered a tremendous loss.”

Merrick was loading two bales
at a time when the top bale fell
from the loader onto him.

— CAB

Obituary, Page 6A
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Marsing readies for disaster auction

Friends, family and treasure-
seckers will gather at 10:13 a.m.
on Feb. 4 for the annual Marsing
Disaster Auction at the Phipps-
Watson Community Center, and
plans for the event have begun.

Former coordinator Kelly Ineck
said the reason the auction begins
at what seems to be an odd time,
is because many, many years
ago, the time was misprinted
in a paper or on a flyer, and the
committee just stayed with it. She
said the main reason is because
“it is just different.”

The auction is held yearly and
is the community’s biggest fund-
raiser. Proceeds have helped
hundreds of people who have
been victims of disaster. Last
year, arecord $70,000 was raised
in the event, but this year’s
coordinator, Ryan Dines, says he
will break that record. The local

fund-raiser has raised more than
$400,000 in the past nine years.

Several hundred people gather
for the event, which includes
an auction, a raffle and home-
cooked food booths. Thousands
of dollars are raised through the
sale of $1 and $10 tickets each
year.

The auction is an annual event
that attracts people from around
the United States to Marsing with
hopes of being the highest bidder
on annual auction items such as
home-canned pickles, sour cream
and raisin pies and a beautiful
selection of handmade quilts,
only to name a few items.

Sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
grade middle school students will
begin selling raffle tickets for a
variety of new items after the first
of the year.

The event raises money to

replenish funds for local disaster
relief, fires, funeral, hospital or
large medical bills and also assists
the funding for the Marsing
Ambulance crew. A portion of
the proceeds also is donated
to the Red Cross and a service
organization, which is chosen at
an annual meeting in April.

Last year, $1,000 was given in
two scholarships. The recipients
were Tyson Nielsen and Anthony
Butler. The Marsing Chamber
of Commerce received $800,
and more than $2,000 each
went to the Marsing Ambulance
Service, Hope House, Marsing
Resource Center and Marsing
Senior Center.

Nearly $4,000 was given to
the Marsing-Homedale Cemetery
District, and a $10,000 donation
was made to the Marsing School
District for elementary-school

playground equipment. A total
of $25,465 was donated.

Auctioneers will include
Chris Brown, Bob Hopkins,
Sid Maxwell, Lonnie Rudd,
Rick Brown, Ellis Albright,
Roger Baker, Sam Baker and JB
Salutregui.

Several items listed this year
for the annual drawing have
changed, but several remain
the same. Some of the items or
services to be offered for sale
include batteries, dog food,
clothes, groceries, handmade
quilts, jewelry, corn combining,
oil, hay swathing, log furniture,
wine, apples, chorizos, scooters,
a battery charger, tools, floor
jacks, evergreen trees and
shrubs, a pressure washer, Idaho
Steelheads hockey tickets, Boise
State University football tickets,
Northwest Nazarene University

basketball tickets and season
passes for Albertson College of
Idaho basketball.

One-dollar raffle items include,
a half-beef (cut and wrapped), a
$250 shopping spree, a Boise
get-a-way hotel/dinner show
package, a whole pig (cut and
wrapped) and several other
items not yet confirmed by the
committee.

Food booths will offer a variety
of lunch items, including chili,
coffee and homemade pies.

To donate items for the auction
or to volunteer, contact Dines at
(208) 941-1878 or (208) 989-
2063, or co-chairman Cindy
Floyd at (208) 830-5560 or
any member of the Marsing
Fire Department or ambulance
service.

— CAB
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Young singers plan tap
dance, holiday medley

HMS band, choir
stage Christmas
show Monday

Homedale Elementary School
first- and second-grade classes will
perform a tap dance and Christmas
song medley during a Christmas
concert Monday at the elementary
school at 6:30 p.m.

Homedale Middle School
students in the sixth, seventh and
eighth grades also will perform at
7:30 p.m. Monday at the middle
school.

About 200 elementary students
will perform a tap dance to “On
Christmas Morning,” and they
will sing “Up on the Housetop,”

“Jingle Bells,” “Rudolph,” “Must
be Santa.” “Jolly Old Saint
Nicholas” and “We Wish you a
Merry Christmas.”

The second-grade class will
sing a variety of songs, including
the “Hanukah Song” with the
“Hora Dance,” “A la Puerta del
Cielo” and “What You Gonna
Call Your Pretty Little Baby”. The
accompanist is Bev Bauer.

Middle school students will sing
a variety of Christmas songs, and
the seventh- and eighth-grade choir
also will perform. Admission is by
donation, suggested to be $1.50 for
adults and $1 for children or $5
for a family. Admission is free for
seniors and children younger than
5 years old.

— CAB

Correction

Because of an editing mistake,
a headline in last week’s Ava-
lanche incorrectly identified the

FreehBox*xg" >

uthorized Shipping Center

type of cancer Sherry Parrill was
diagnosed with. Parrill has inflam-
matory breast cancer.
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Owyhee sheriff, colleagues warn public

about rash of telemarketing phone scams

Southwest Idaho sheriffs,
including Owyhee County Sheriff
Gary Aman, have teamed up to
warn people about questionable
telephone solicitation schemes
going on in the Treasure Valley.

It seems that at least two
organizations are calling residents
throughout the state and leaving
people with the impression that
the calls are on behalf of Idaho
sheriffs.

Canyon County Sheriff Chris
Smith said, “I received one of
these calls at my home and if |
didn’t know the truth, I would
have thought the money was
going to help local causes. In
fact, it’s going out of state and to
people we’ve never heard of.”

Aman has joined Smith, Payette
County Sheriff Chad Huff and
Ada County Sheriff Gary Raney
in cautioning people to be sure
of the organization to which they
are contributing before sending
money.

Raney said his agency recently
investigated one of these
organizations that left people
with the impression their donation
would go through the Idaho
Sheriff’s Association to help
Hurricane Katrina relief. Raney
said the group has nothing to
do with the Idaho Sheriff’s

Association, but their script was
carefully worded to where they
were not committing criminal
fraud.

All of the sheriffs urge people
to ask clarifying questions if they
receive requests for donations and
to call their local law enforcement
agency if they need further
information.

The Idaho Sheriff’s Association
is the only sanctioned statewide
agency representing the sheriffs
and does occasionally solicit
money to help with scholarships
and charities, but will specifically
identify themselves as such.
Additionally, there are some local
deputy sheriff’s associations,
but they too should specifically
identify who they are, who they
represent and what the donation
will be used for.

Idaho AG reaches deal

with Western Union
Idaho joined 46 other states in
an agreement with Western Union
that will fund an $8.1 million
national consumer awareness
program, Attorney General
Lawrence Wasden said. The
program will provide warnings
to help consumers from becoming
victims of telemarketing scams.

From page 1

“Fraudulent telemarketers are
calling Idahoans claiming they
are winners of an International
Lottery, for example,” Attorney
General Wasden said. “The
telemarketers are calling from
outside of the United States,
claiming the consumer must
wire money to pay the taxes or
other charges in order to claim
the prize.”

“These fraudulent telemarketers
often use businesses such as
Western Union to perpetrate
their scam,” Wasden said. “Once
you have sent your money out
of the country, there is very little
chance that the money can be
recovered.”

As a result of the agreement,
Western Union will educate and
provide prominent warnings
to consumers who might be
convinced to wire money because
of a telemarketing scam, such as
to claim a prize.

Western Union also agreed to
the following terms:

* Prominent warnings to
consumers of the dangers of
fraud-induced wire transfers
must appear in English and
Spanish on a new front page of
Western Union’s Send Form, and
comparable warnings are required
for telephone and Web transfers.

* Western Union will pay $8.1
million over five years for national
peer-counseling programs to be
overseen by the AARP Foundation
and designed to reach at least
three million consumers.

* Western Union will reimburse
the amount of any transfer plus
fees to any consumer who
requests, prior to pickup, that
a transfer be stopped and who
reasonably claims that the transfer
was fraud-induced.

* Western Union will send
monthly anti-fraud emails to its
agents, revise the company’s
agent training video and manual,
and provide enhanced training to
agents with elevated fraud levels
at their locations.

* Western Union will terminate
agents who are involved in fraud,
and suspend or terminate agents
who do not take reasonable steps
requested by Western Union to
reduce fraud.

* Western Union will block
wire transfers from specific
consumers or to specific recipients
when Western Union receives
information from a state that
there is reason to believe that
fraud will occur, until such time
as the consumer is counseled on
fraud and requests resumption of
the transfer.

Grand View school
trustees complete
leadership training

Bruneau-Grand View School
District trustees and the district’s
superintendent, Vickie Chandler,
completed Level 1 of the Idaho
School Board’s Association
Academy of School Board
Leadership program.

Dixie Black, Stacey
Buckingham, Jeff Knight and
Ray Meyers joined Chandler
in the first of three levels of
accomplishment with 12 hours
of training.

They will receive a certificate
of Professional Development in
recognition of completing the
course.

The Level 2 Academy of
School Board Leadership
Associate training is a 24-hour
course, and Level 3 takes 36
hours of training.

Weather

H L Prec.

Dec 6 31 12

Dec7 38 13

Dec8 28 9

Dec9 no read
Decl0 no read
Decll no read
Decl2 27 5

\ Voting

not a counting device, and she
stressed the county will continue
to use paper ballots.

“If there was a handicap person
who came to the polling place (in
the past), we would go outside for
curbside voting,” Sherburn said.
“Now, with the new machines,
handicap persons can come right
into the polling place and will
have a place to vote.”

Sherburn said the former system
is not very private, as the poll
worker would get each person’s
vote on a ballot on a clipboard.
Now, each voting machine will
have a privacy curtain and the
machine will print out the person’s
ballot after they have voted.

“Now they will have all the
privacy any other voter has,”
Sherburn said. “Legally blind
persons or hearing-impaired
persons will have Braille keys so
they can just touch the screen or
speak into it and it will print out
their ballot. The ballots will look
a little different than our former
ballots.”

The county will remain a
paper ballot county because of
the Owyhee’s vast rural areas.
But the machines are set up to
accommodate card ballots in the
future if the county so chooses.
Sherburn said paper ballots work
well for the county because votes
aren’t counted in a central location.

She said each precinct counts the
ballots and calls the totals into the
county office. She said as rural
as the county is, if each precinct
were to bring in its ballots for a
central count, results would take
much longer and it would cost the
county more money.

Riddle and Three Creek have
been designated as places for
mail-in ballots in the past, so
those communities will not
receive one of the new machines.
Sherburn said as of last week
the county commissioners had
not yet designated the mail-
in ballot areas, but it probably
would include Riddle, Three
Creek and may include the
Idaho side of Jordan Valley. She
said the commissioners would
review the area before making a
designation.

Sherburn said the county has
only paid about $2,500 for the
machines based on population
figures, but the county will
be responsible for any future
maintenance to the machines,
including the replacement of ink
cartridges. But, Sherburn said the
cartridges should last a long time.

Murphy is designated as the
absentee precinct for the county,
so amachine will be located in the
courthouse.

Although voter registration
is available on Election Day,
Sherburn hopes voters will
register early to keep the confusion
down with the new system. A
voter registration card can be

downloaded from the Secretary
of State’s voting Web site,
www.idahovotes.gov. But if a
card is sent in, voters will need
to show a proof of identification
when they go to vote.

Ysursa entered into a $6 million
contract in November with
Election Systems and Software
to purchase 932 AutoMARK
voting devices in order to meet
the requirements of HAVA.
Congress provided funding for
the purchase.

To use the AutoMARK, the
voter inserts an optical scan
ballot into the device, which
then displays the information
on a screen or, at the voter’s
option, speaks the ballot through
a headset. The voter then makes
his or her selection by touching
the screen of the display or using
a Braille-marked keypad. The
AutoMARK marks the selection
on the ballot and returns the ballot
to the voter to be deposited in the
ballot box.

“AutoMARK allows voters
with disabilities to mark their
ballots without relying on
someone else to help them, if
they choose,” Ysursa said. “Of
course election judges will still be
available to help people who want
their assistance. As Idaho’s chief
election official, I am pleased
to announce this enhancement
to improve accessibility to our
election process.”

— CAB

\ Meeting

a difference in Homedale by
cleaning up the streets.

Several people, including
Homedale School District
Superintendent Tim Rosandick,
are on the committee, and all
agree that finding out what the

r

community wants the city to
look like is the most important
objective.

Fink said one road in particular
the committee will be looking at
is at the end of Third Street near
the fairgrounds. He said the road
is very narrow and needs to be
widened.

— CAB

-

OWYHEE HEALTH &
REHABILITATION CENTER

EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
GET HOME

108 W. Owyhee Ave. P.O. Box A
Homedale, 1D 83628 (208) 337-3168

AWARDED “L. JEAN SCHOONOVER AWARD”
BY THE STATE OF IDAHO
FOR NINE CONSECUTIVE YEARS

DON’T SETTLE
FOR ANYTHING LESS!
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Obituaries
Lyle Dean Merrick

Marjorie M. Linder

Marjorie M. Linder, 85 of
Caldwell passed away Tuesday,
December 6, 2005 at a local
care facility. Funeral services
were held at 10:30 a.m. Friday,
December 9 at Dakan Funeral
Chapel, Caldwell with Rev. John
Mars of the Caldwell United
Methodist Church officiating.
Burial followed at Canyon Hill
Cemetery, Caldwell.

Marjorie was born in Caldwell,
Idaho, on August 15, 1920 to
George and Hazel Randolph.
Marjorie attended school in Huston
and Caldwell, graduating from
Caldwell High School in 1938.

After high school, Marjorie
met the love of her life, Richard
Linder, but had to wait until 1946
to be married. While waiting for
Richard to return home from
serving his country during WWII,
Marjorie worked as a telephone
operator in Marsing and Wilder.
After Richard returned he and
Marjorie were finally married on
March 1, 1946 at Winnemucca,
Nevada. Together they raised
three sons.

The newly married couple
lived in Donnelly, where Richard
worked as a mechanic, then
farmed in the Ridgeview area
near Adrian, Oregon. Richard
then began a career with the J.R.
Simplot Company that took the
couple to Homedale and Weiser
for the next 35 years.

Marjorie was an outstanding
bowler, sports fan, baseball fanatic
and loved to play pinochle with
friends. As the couple approached
retirement, Richard reflected on
their wonderful marriage and
together they decided to build a
cabin for Marjorie and himself
in Donnelly, because as he said,
“that’s where we started our
marriage and that was where we
truly loved to be”.

As a mother-in-law, Marjorie,
who had raised three sons, her
only advice to her daughters-
in-law was “don’t ever learn
to clean a fish or a pheasant,
because if her sons brought it
home it was their responsibility
to take care of it”.

Marjorie loved her sons and
always treated her daughters-in-
law asherown. Her 5 grandchildren
and 2 great-grandchildren were
the light of her life.

Marjorie was preceded in death
by her husband of 53 years. She
is survived by her sons, Brent,
Steve (Rayme) and Chris Linder;
grandsons, Dustin (Heather), Rod
(Brooke), Richard and Mathew;
a granddaughter; Chelsea and 2
great-grand children Kade and
Avery.

Marjorie’s wish, in lieu of
flowers, was that donations
be made to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, 4355 W. Emerald,
Boise, ID 83706.

S1000 Reward

for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of
the person(s) responsible for

vandalism at Jumbeo’s Service in
Bruneau, ldaho on June 5, 2005

Contact:
Owyhee County Sheriff’s Office
495-1154

Lyle Dean Merrick of Bruneau
died on Wednesday, December
7, 2005, of injuries sustained in
a work-related accident. He was
50 years old.

Services were held at 2:00pm
on Saturday, December 10, 2005,
at the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints in Grand
View, preceded by a viewing at
12:30pm. An early viewing was
held from 6:00pm to 8:00pm on
Friday, December 9, 2005, at
Rost Funeral Home, McMurtrey
Chapel in Mountain Home.

Alongtime resident of Owyhee
County, Dean was well known
through his friendships, business
dealings, and church participation.
At the time of his death, he was
Bishop of the Grand View Ward
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

Dean’s energy and youthful
nature betrayed his age. He
loved the outdoors and shared
his zeal for camping, hiking,
wakeboarding and snowboarding
with countless family, friends and
youth throughout his life. He
was passionate in his pursuit of
photography, woodworking and

metal fabrication. Above all, his
work ethic and resourcefulness
inspired, while his quiet spirituality
and compassion blessed the lives
of those around him.

He was born in Nyssa, Oregon
on November 10, 1955, the
second of five children. The
Merricks moved to the Grand
View area in 1960, first farming
along the Snake River and then
in Little Valley. Dean graduated
from Rimrock High School in
1974, and then served in the
Minneapolis, Minnesota Mission
of the Church.

Dean married Karlette Steiner
on May 20, 1977, in the Idaho
Falls Temple. Their first son,
Lee, was born in 1978, followed
by Bryce (1981), Rochelle (1983),
Cole (1990) and Connor (1992).
Together, Dean and Karlette
raised their children in a home full
oflove, trust, encouragement, and
self-sufficiency.

In 1979, Dean started his
trucking business and began
renting the farm he would
eventually own in Little Valley,
near CJ Strike Reservoir. These
ventures grew in volume and

success for more than 25 years,
and he pursued them to the very
day of his departure. Many
of those he met along the way
became close friends.

Dean’s passing leaves a great
void among his family, friends,
church and community. He will
be deeply missed by so many of
those who have known him.

He is survived by his wife
Karlette, their children, and one
grandchild: Lee (Menlo Park,
CA); Bryce, his wife Elaine and
their daughter Kate (Bliss, ID);
Rochelle (Carson City, NV); Cole
and Connor (Bruneau). He is
also survived by his parents, C.A.
“Pete” and Verna Merrick and his
brothers Joe, Allen, Aaron and
Jared. He was preceded in death
by his sister, Sidney.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
can be made to the Grand View
Ambulance, C/O Donna Bennett,
573 No. Bennett Rd, Grand View,
Id 83624 or the Bruneau Quick
Response Unit, C/O Mary Tindall,
Bruneau, Id 83604.

Services under the direction of
Rost Funeral Home, McMurtrey
Chapel, Mountain Home.

Anniversary
Combs celebrate 25th

wedding anniversary

Delbert (Frank) and Colleen
Combs of Homedale recently
celebrated their 25" wedding
anniversary.

The couple was married on
Dec. 12, 1980, by Pastor Chester
Kelly in Caldwell.

Frank is retired from Combs
Car Corral, and Colleen is also
retired. Her smiling face might
be remembered as the “Wonder
Bread Lady” as she worked at
both the Caldwell and Nampa
locations.

The couple has seven children:
Donna and Larry McBride of
Homedale; Kathy and John
Robling of Caldwell; Frank
and Sherri Combs of Nampa;
Margie and Dean Gray of Nampa;
Dennis and Sheila Combs of
Caldwell; Dan and Sherry Parrill
of Homedale and Teresa Yost of
Caldwell.

They proudly boast of their
22 grandchildren and 29 great
grandchildren.

Delbert (Frank)
and Colleen Combs

Frank and Colleen’s children
love them very much and are
proud to celebrate their 25 years
together.

Ron & Barbara Conner

FAMILY FUNERAL CHAPEL, INC

2685 Caldwell Blvd. Nampa, Id 83687
Corner of Middleton Rd. & Caldwell Blvd.

Call Barbara: “The Lady Undertaker” & Funeral Director

“Let our family care for your family.”

Nnnersg

208-461-7019

BLM Boise
District RAC
to hold meeting

The Resource Advisory Council
(RAC) for the Boise District of the
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) will participate in a
meeting today at the Foothills
Learning Center, 3188 Sunset
Peak Road in Boise.

The meeting runs from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Agenda topics include a
presentation on the draft Sage
Grouse Conservation Strategy
and a review of the proposed
Resource Management Plan for
the Snake River Birds of Prey
National Conservation Area.
Subcommittee reports will
be heard on issues pertaining
to Rangeland Standards and
Guidelines and to Off-Highway
Vehicle and Transportation
Management.

This meeting is open to the
public, and the public may address
the council from 3:30 p.m. to 4
p-m. Depending on the number
of persons wishing to comment,
the time for oral comments may
be limited. The public also may
submit written statements for the
RAC’s consideration.

For additional information
about the BLM Boise District
RAC or this meeting, please
contact Shelley Davis-Brunner,
State Resource Advisory Council
Coordinator, at (208) 373-4020.

For FAST results...
try the

Classifieds!
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Your finances

Dave $ays

Go short term for
small mortgages

Dear Dave,

We are totally debt-free except
for our house. We are moving
down in house, going from a
$73,000 mortgage to a $16,000
mortgage, so that I can quit my
job and home-school our children.
We’re trying to figure out the
best way to finance the $16,000.
What’s your advice?

— Jan in Louisville, Ky.

Dear Jan,

I love this! The problem is
that you’re not going to find a
mortgage company that likes
this deal. Typically, a mortgage
company won’t touch a loan of
$25,000 or less.

A credit union would be your
best choice, Jan. Either that, or
a small, local bank. You do not,
however, want to let them get
you on some home equity-type
plan where they give you a three-
year balloon or stick you with an
adjustable-rate mortgage. And no
closing costs!

Your rate may be a little higher
than the standard mortgage loan,
simply because a loan of this size
is not marketable. They’ll have to
hold it until you pay it off. And
put this loan on as short a term as
possible — maybe five years, but
definitely no more than 10 years.

— Dave

Dear Dave,

I can use $10,000 of my
retirement fund penalty-free for
a first-time home purchase. Is this
a wise plan?

— Ted via e-mail

Dear Ted,

Anyone can do this if they’ve
had a Roth IRA for five years.
Very few people have had a Roth
IRA for five years, so unless
you’ve already funded it this year
you haven’t put $10,000 into it.
The only way you can take it out is
if you put it in, and that’s in actual
dollars — you cannot take out any
of your investment portion.

But you’re asking if taking the
money out now is a smart plan.
Let’s play with some numbers. At
age 26, if you leave the $10,000
in there and save up for the house
— which I recommend doing
for a mortgage down payment,
anyway — by age 66 you’ll have
about $1.2 million extra that’s all
tax-free.

w4

DaveE RaAMSEY

I know what my answer is, Ted.
It’s not a good plan.
— Dave

Dear Dave,

In your opinion, what are the
advantages and disadvantages of
pre-paid tuition plans?

— Elliott via email

Dear Elliott,

I don’t like pre-paid tuition
plans, and I will not recommend
them. I suggest, instead, the
Educational Savings Account
(ESA). The ESA can be a mutual
fund, which I also recommend,
that grows tax-free if used for
college. You can put as much as
$2,000 per child, per year, into
an ESA.

The reason I don’t like pre-paid
tuitions plans is that anytime you
pre-pay something, your rate of
return is only that of the rate of
inflation. On average, the inflation
rate on tuition during the past 25
years has been about 7 percent.
In other words, you’re making 7
percent on your investment. This
is a bad rate of return when you
consider that 96 percent of all
growth stock mutual funds have
averaged 12 percent or more
during the past 25 years.

Stay away from pre-paid tuition
plans. It’s like savings bonds
versus mutual funds. You can do
much, much better.

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is the best-
selling author of The Total Money
Makeover: You can find tools to help
with finances or previous columns
at Davesays.org. Have a question
for Dave? Send correspondence
to syndication@daveramsey.com
orwrite Dave $ays, 1749 Mallory
Lane, Brentwood, TN 37027

Read all about it

The @m@h@lé Avalonclye
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Dec. 14-20

Homedale Elementary

Dec. 14: Crispito or toasted cheese sandwich, taco salad, churro,
fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Dec. 15: Hamburger or fish patty/bun, fries, cookie, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Dec. 16: Christmas dinner, milk.

Dec. 19: Beef wiener wrap or chicken pot pie, mac & cheese, green
beans, rice krispie treat, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Dec. 20: Beef or chicken taco w/cheese lettuce, tomatoes, corn, fruit
& veggie bar, milk.

Homedale Middle
Dec. 14: Burrito or fish patty, corn, fruit & veggie bar, turnover,
milk.
Dec. 15: Pizza or popcorn chicken, salad, fruit bar, cookie, milk.
Dec. 16: Christmas dinner, milk.
Dec. 19: Chicken patty or rib-b-que, tots, fruit bar, cookie, milk.
Dec. 20: Sloppy Joe or wiener wrap, green beans, fruit bar, animal
crackers, milk.

Homedale High

Dec. 14: Idaho haystack or burrito, fruit & veggie bar, cinnamon
roll, milk.

Dec. 15: Christmas dinner, milk.

Dec. 16: Crispito or rib-b-que/bun, corn, taco salad, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Dec. 19: Pizza or popcorn chicken, fruit & veggie bar, dessert.

Dec. 20: Cntry fried beef stk or chicken filet, mashed potato/gravy,
roll, fruit & veggie bar.

Marsing

Dec. 14: Chicken patty/bun, veggies, fruit, milk, soup & sandwich,
salad bar 4%-12% roll.

Dec. 15: Texas fries, veggie, fruit, milk, chicken fajitas, salad bar
4th_12% roll.

Dec. 16: Corn dogs, fruited jello, veggies, milk, sub sandwiches,
salad bar 4%-12% roll.

Dec. 19: Nachos w/toppings, refried beans, fruit, milk, Red Baron
pizza, salad bar 4"-12%" roll.

Dec. 20: Soup & sandwich, fruit, milk, burritos, salad bar 4"-12%,
roll.

Bruneau
Dec. 14: Nachos & salsa, salad, corn, bread sticks, fruit, milk.
Dec. 15: Turkey, potatoes/gravy, peas, roll/butter, blueberry crisp,
milk.
Dec. 16: Pizza, salad, corn, pineapple, milk.
Dec. 19: Hamburger/bun, tots, veggie sticks, raisins, cookie, milk.
Dec. 20: Tacos, corn, peaches, bread sticks, milk.

CHARTERED

Cavin S. Parker*

*Investment Advisory Representative

Complete Financial
PILANNING*

When it comes to your financial future,
don’t be left uninformed. Get answers to your
questions and find potential solutions to help

meet your goals. Call or email Gavin today for a
complimentary, no obligation consultation.

P.O. Box 905
Homedale, ID 83628
OFFICE: (208) 337-3271
EMAIL: parkerg]1@hdvest.net
www.myhdvest.com/gavinparker

*Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment Services®™, Member: SIPC,
Advisory Services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory ServicesS",
non-bank subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Company,

6333 North State Highway 161, Fourth Floor, Irving, TX 75038, 972-870-6000.

Marsing seniors
holiday store open

The Marsing Senior Center’s
Christmas store is now open
Monday through Thursday until
Dec. 22.

The store will feature crafts,
baked goods and new and used
merchandise. It will be open
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the senior
center, 218 Main St.

Proceeds will benefit Marsing
Senior Center’s Meals on Wheels
program.

For more information, call
(208) 896-4634.

Marsing Senior

Center

Dec. 15: Pepper steak, potatoes,
broccoli, salad, soup, dessert,
beverage.

Dec. 19: Stew, green beans,
salad, soup, dessert, beverage.

Dec. 20: Liver & onions,
hamburger gravy, mixed veggies,
potatoes, salad, soup, dessert,
beverage.

Dec. 21: BBQ ribs, baked
potatoes, spinach, salad, soup,
dessert, beverage.

Homedale Senior

Center

Dec. 15: Baked fish, scalloped
potatoes, carrots, roll, milk.

Dec. 20: Baked ham, yams,
green beans, roll, milk.

Dec. 21: Tuna salad, cottage
cheese, pickled beets, roll, milk.

DIAMOND COUNCIL
of AMERICA,

The Diamond Professionats

FLaDon's

Corner

Tanzanite: The gemstone of

the 20™ Century
Did you know the beautiful blue
gemstone  “Tanzanite” was not

discovered until 1967? That’s a fact
about what is referred to as being “The
Gemstone of the 20" Century” which
only comes from the African nation of
Tanzania where supply is deliberately
controlled to impact demand, and
price. Tanzanite’s origin is of the
gemstone Zoisite which only achieves
a hardness of 6.5 to 7 on the Moh’s
scale, meaning it should be worn with
care, never be cleaned by ultrasonic
method, and never brought into contact
with acids. This deep blue stone with
a shade of purple is an expensive
gem. And it is one of three December
birthstones that offer what some say
“...is the most extravagant color
available in gemstones.” Tanzanite
is commonly used in the manufacture
of beautiful pendants and earrings. At
Tiffany’s in New York, this stone is in
constant demand by consumers. If you
have additional questions about “The
gemstone of the 20™ Century” or wish
to see it please feel free to call upon me.
And please visit my new web site @
www.Ladonsfinejewelry.com

LaDon Reames, owner of

LaDon’s Fine Jewelry
in the WinCo/ShopKo Center has been
a Nampa jeweler for thirty-three years.

She is a certified diamontologist and
gemologist. She can be reached at
208-461-0677.
On the web @
www.Ladonsfinejewelry.com
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Today

Owyhee Watershed Council
Christmas potluck dinner and
regular business meeting at
6:30 p.m. at the University
of Idaho Owyhee County
Extension Office in Marsing.
The executive meeting will be
held at 5:30 p.m., prior to the
potluck.

Homedale City Council meeting
6 p.m.

Marsing City Council meeting
7 p.m.

Thursday

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W.
Idaho Ave.

Owyhee Soil Conservation
District Farmers Appreciation
chili feed from 9 a.m. to noon at
the University of Idaho Owyhee
County Extension office. To
reserve a seat, call Gina Millard
at 896-4544, ext. 102 by Dec.
6.

Homedale Town Meeting at
Homedale Middle School 6:30
p.m.

Monday

Homedale Elementary School
concert, first and second
grade students. 6:30 p.m. in
cafeteria.

Homedale Middle School
concert. 7 p.m. in cafeteria.

Tuesday

Pleasant Valley School students
present “Santa’ Nifty Fifties” play
at7 p.m.

Homedale Senior Center board
meeting and board election, 1
p.m., Homedale Senior Citizens
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave. (208)
337-3020

Bingo, 1 p.m., Homedale Senior
Citizens Center, 224 W. Idaho
Ave. (208) 337-3020

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W.
Idaho Ave.

Thursday, Dec. 22

AA meeting, 8 p.m., Homedale
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W.
Idaho Ave.

Homedale Senior Citizens Center
Christmas Party and Dinner

Monday, Dec. 26

Medicare Monday, prescription
drug coverage signup, 1 p.m. to 3
p-m., Homedale Senior Citizens
Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave.

Submit information on fund-
raisers, reunions or community
events to The Owyhee Avalanche
by noon Fridays for inclusion
in the calendar. Drop off press
releases at the Avalanche office at
19 E. Idaho Ave., Homedale, mail
them to P.O. Box 97, Homedale,
ID 83628, fax them to (208) 337-
4867 or e-mail them to either
Jbrowneditor@cableone.net or
cherylbeeson@cableone.net. For
more information on submissions,
call (208) 337-4861.

U of I Extension offers small acreage stewardship class

The University of Idaho
Extension System is offering
an 18-week program for small-
acreage landowners. The classes
will alternate between the
Canyon County and Ada County
Extension offices.

Classes begin Jan. 10 at
the Ada County office, 5880
Glenwood St., Boise and will
run from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
every Tuesday through May 9.

Cost is $250 per unit (two
people sharing one set of
materials) or $160 with 30 hours
of volunteer work. University
credits, continuing education

Compare

Our CD Rates

Bank-issued, FDIC-
insured to $100,000

units (CEUs) or professional
development units (PDUs) are
available at additional cost.

To register, call (208) 377-
2107.

Scheduled topics include:
“What do you have and what
do you want?” “Your living
soil-getting down and dirty with
soil,” “Managing soil to keep it
productive; Got water?”, “All
life depends on water — water
quality,” “Protecting household
drinking water,” “My place on
a stream,” “How grass grows,”
“What to do about weeds,”
“Market gardening,” “Pasture
establishment and renovation,”
“So you want to be an animal
owner,” “Caring for your
animals,” “Managing animals
to avoid negative impacts,” and
“QGrazing management.”

Registration fees will include
a complete soil analysis from
your property, a drinking water
analysis of your drinking water,
and a forage analysis of your
pasture.

Agencies and firms involved
in the program include the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Payette and Ada Soil &
Water Conservation Districts,
Zamzows, Nutri-vet, Idaho
Department of Health and
Welfare, Idaho Department of
Agriculture and Rural Roots.

For more information, call
Kevin Laughlin at the Ada
County Extension office at (208)
377-2107; Stephanie Etter at the
Canyon County Extension office
(208) 459-6003; or Scott Jensen
at the Owyhee County Extension
office at (208) 896-4104.

Marsing man retires after
20 years of military service

Sergeant First Class Kevin
Grimme recently retired from the
Army after 20 years of service.
SFC Grimme was assigned as the
information Operation Intelligence
Planner within the G21SR Plans
Branch, U.S. Army Space and
Missile Defense Command/Army
Forces Strategic Command G-2.

Grimme attended Marsing
schools and is a 1985 graduate
of Homedale High School. He
completed three college degrees
while on active duty, and most
notably he received his Master’s
degree in Strategic Intelligence
from the Joint Military Intelligence
College in 2001.

Grimme spent his first four years
in the Army as an infantryman
then became a Signals Intelligence
Analyst, serving in a variety of
assignments during the next 16
years at the tactical and strategic
levels. These assignments included
attending Arabic language
training at the Defense Language
Institute in Monterey, Calif.: an
intelligence analyst in the 124"
Military Intelligence Battalion,
Fort Stewart, Ga., and 702"
Military Intelligence Battalion at
Fort Gordon, Ga.; an intelligence
communications team chief at
the 102" Military Intelligence
Battalion in Uijongbu, South
Korea; an instructor and senior

training developer at Goodfellow
AFB, Texas; and S-2 NCOIC for
the 1% Space Brigade.

His awards include the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Joint
Meritorious Unit Award, Air
Force Outstanding Unit Award,
Meritorious Service Medal,
Army Commendation Medal,
six Army Achievement Medals,
Global War on Terrorism Support
Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal, Korean
Defense Service Medal and
two National Defense Service
Medals.

Grimme has completed career
courses that include basic
Arabic language course, the
noncommissioned officer basic
and advanced course and the post-
graduate intelligence program. He
has earned an Associate’s degree
in Liberal Arts, a Baccalaureate
degree in Liberal Arts and a
Masters of Science in Strategic
Intelligence.

Grimme is the son of Harvey
and Pat Grimme of Marsing
and the brother of Rob Grimme
of Caldwell. He will continue
to reside in Colorado Springs,
Colo., with his wife Shauna and
daughters Allyson and Elizabeth.
He is beginning a new career as
a defense contractor in Colorado
Springs.

Classified deadline

Monday noon the
week of publication

Legal notice deadline

Friday noon the week prior to publication
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US Ecology manager

promoted to executive

New Grand View
facility manager
named

American Ecology Corporation
recently announced that a new
vice president of hazardous
waste operations would manage
its hazardous waste treatment
and disposal facilities in Idaho,
Nevada and Texas.

Simon Bell, former manager
of the company’s Grand View
facility, was promoted to the
newly created executive position.
The company’s board of directors
also appointed Bell an officer.

Bell joined the company in 2001
as environmental manager at the
Idaho site. He brings more than
15 years of industry experience,
previously serving as general
manager of a hazardous waste
disposal facility in Colorado
and in various environmental
management positions in the
mining industry in Idaho and
South Dakota.

Ryan McDermott was promoted
to general manager of the Grand
View facility.

McDermott joined the Grand
View team earlier this year as
environmental manager.

His prior experience includes
stints as a senior project manager
with SECOR International in
Utah, and as a mining geologist
on projects in the United States,
Canada, South America, Australia,

Simon Bell

Africa, Mexico and Russia.

McDermott began his career
as a water quality scientist
with the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality.

American Ecology Corp.,
through its subsidiaries in Idaho,
Nevada, Washington and Texas,
provides radioactive, PCB,
hazardous and non-hazardous
waste services to commercial
and government customers
throughout the United States,
such as nuclear power plants,
steel mills, medical and academic
institutions and petro-chemical
facilities.

Headquartered in Boise,
American Ecology is the nation’s
oldest radioactive and hazardous
waste services company.

Read all about it

m
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337-4681

BUILDING
SERVICE IS OUR SPECIALTY

Franklin

Cowe in and see your local boy...

JEFF CHRISTOFFERSEN

For all your special building needs!
- Pole barns - remodels - cabinets - ete. -

4523 E. Cleveland * Caldwell - 454-8626 - cell 941-5563

BEUPPLY

$5oooo

Factory Authorized Rebate
On top of dealer discounts
On All Hay and Grain Grinders

Hurry, offer ends December 31, 2005

Shenk Livestock

“Providing Customer Service You Can Recommend”

call Dave shenk 208-337-3895 ¢ 208-249-1718
Authorized ROTO H

%%

GRIND Dealer

Sherift’s deputies, posse
rescue men stranded on river

Two men were rescued from
the chilly waters of the Snake
River on Sunday night after their
boat became stuck on a gravel
bar while the pair was duck
hunting.

George Taylor of Eagle and
Dick Armstrong of Boise were
stranded on an island near their
boat for most of the day before
being picked up by Owyhee
County Sheriff’s deputies and
posse members early Monday
morning.

The men were reported missing
atabout 10 p.m. Sunday and were
removed from the water about
three hours later.

County Deputy Chris Even
located the men’s vehicle at the
boat ramp near Walters Ferry and
help was dispatched. The men
were located about 2 miles from
the launch site.

Sheriff Gary Aman said one of
the men told his wife that the pair
would be hunting downstream
from the Walter’s Ferry bridge.

&

Aman said the information saved
many hours of searching in near-
zero temperatures.

“They were pretty prepared
for the conditions,” Aman said
Monday morning. “They had
built a fire on the island and
even ate the birds they shot. The
temperature on the river was
8 degrees when we launched, and
ice had to be broken from the
ramp before we could even put
the boat in the river.

“When we went to search for
them, we had ice on everything.
It was very cold.”

Aman said if rescuers had just
gone out on the river to search,
he would have guessed the pair
would have traveled upstream
instead of downstream. He said
a lot of homes are located on the
river downstream, and he would
have guessed that the pair would
have been seen.

“It saved us many hours
of searching,” Aman said. “I
probably would have began

It

Give a Gift to
Care Center
Residents

looking upstream, but with the
information we had, it saved a
lot of time. They were located in
probably the worst spot on the
river in that area for being seen
from the road or from a house. If
you are going out on the river, tell
someone where you are going.

“It could have been worse.”

The boat was located several
miles downstream from the
launch site.

Elmore County Sheriff’s Office
also rescued stranded boaters last
weekend on the Snake River near
Glenns Ferry.

Five people were in a 14-foot
aluminum boat Saturday morning
when it sank. All five men and
three dogs were able to swim
more than 450 feet to shore.
One of the men rescued was
taken to a local hospital where
he was treated for hypothermia.
Officers said the boat was over its
maximum weight capacity.

— CAB

The annual Owyhee Avalanche Christmag gift
project for the residents of Owyhee Health &
Rehabilitation Center Homedale beging this week.

Residents have included several gifts on their wish lists, but local
"Qantas" need only to select one item. Gifts should be gift wrapped
and tagged with the number and item selected. Gifts need to be
dropped off to the Avalanche office before Dec. 21. Gifts will be
delivered to Owyhee Health & Rehabilitation Center on Dec. 21.

Miscelaneous
Items: :
electric toothbrushes,
throw blankets,
portable cassette players
w/headphones, razors,
perfume, music boxes,
stuffed animals, slippers,
socks, costume jewelry,
make-up, snacks,
chocolates & other items
are always welcome
and much
appreciated.

1. Male: sweats Irg, slippers Irg, socks

2. Male: socks, wall decor, soft candy

3. Female: purse, sweats 2x, socks

4. Female: nightgown (med), soft candy, socks

5. Female: nightgown (med), soft candy, knee high nylons
6: Male: sweatsuit Irg, socks, cologne

7. Female: nightgown (med), perfume, earrings

8. Male: sweatsuit XL, socks, aftershave

9. Male: sweatsuit Irg, socks, aftershave

10: Female: slacks sz10/12, pajamas Irg, slippers

11: Female: knit pants 4x, matching dish towels, nightgown 4x
12: Female: dresses 2x, throw blanket, slippers Irg

13: Female: dress clothes sz10, radio, nightgown

15: Female: body lotion, sugar-free candy bars, nightgown Irg
16: Female: dresses 4x, bras 44DD, cards, jewelry

17: Female: perfume, make-up, throw blanket

18: Female: sugar-free candy, jewelry box

19: Female: soft candy, socks, sweatshirts (med)

20: Female: jogging suit Irg, stuffed animal, religious cd’s
21: Female: sweatsuit (med), radio, slippers

22: Female: perfume, sweater Irg, socks

23: Female: sweatsuit 2x, socks, stuff animal

24: Female: sugar-free candy bars, slacks & shirts 4x

25: Female: pajamas (med), socks, perfume

26: Female: sweatsuit (med), hair accessories

27: Female: Coke, peanuts

28: Male: VHS movies, candy bars, notepads & pencils
29: Male: t-shirts xxl, sweat pants xxl, gum & candy
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Homedale’s holiday scenes

Jolly oI’ Saint Nick
Allie Takashige, daughter of Laryssa and Homedale Police Officer
lan Takashige of Homedale, was a bit scared of Santa Claus when he
visited Homedale City Hall last week. Santa made an extra-special
effort to visit with children in the local schools as well as some of the
pre-schools.

Homedale honors troops
Soldiers from the 116" Brigade Combat Team were presented with a plaque from Homedale Mayor Paul
Fink after Saturday s parade. Pictured from left to right are Ralph Rotter, Kevin Harden, Caleb Morgan,
Charles Garrison and Brian Cook.

Salute to veterans

Merrill Tallman, left seated,
and two unidentified members
of the VFW show their support
during last weekend'’s holiday
parade in Homedale.

Strike up the band
A drummer in the Homedale High School band braves the cold
during her march down Idaho Avenue on Saturday morning while
young baton twirlers perform.

Hooved

procession

Les Blair of
Marsing drives two
Clydesdale horses
during “Welcome
Home for the
Holidays” parade
in Homedale on
Saturday.

Quite a sight
Miniature horses pull a buggy
during last weekend's parade in
Homedale.
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Marsing Chamber honors
businessmen’s efforts

The Marsing Chamber
of Commerce honored three
local businesses last week for
beautification to the city and to
their businesses and honored
a community member for his
service to the city.

The community beautification
awards were given to Fred Cuellar
of Freddy’s Taco Stand, to White
Automotive and to Gateway Grill.

The Outstanding Leadership
award was given to Harvey
Grimme, Owyhee County
Coroner.

Chamber President Bill
O’Conner said each business
honored has worked during the
last year to improve its look.

Top: Owyhee County Coroner
Harvey Grimme, who is also a
Marsing business owner, accepts
his award from Marsing Chamber
of Commerce President Bill
O’Conner. Right: O’ Conner
displays the award given to
Gateway Grill.

O’Conner said Grimme was
chosen because of his years of
service to the city and county.
Grimme owns Marsing Auto
Parts, is county coroner and has
served as chamber president in
the past.

O’Conner said Grimme also is
involved in the Marsing Resource
Center.

“We want to show our
appreciation to Harvey for his
many years of service to this
community,” O’Conner said.

“This town has been a part of
me since I was about a year old,”
Grimme said. “It has meant a lot
to me.”

— CAB

Jim White from White Automotive accepts his award
a business beautification award from Marsing from Marsing Chamber of Commerce President Bill

Fred Cuellar, from Freddy's Taco Stand, accepts

Chamber of Commerce President Bill O’Conner. ~ O’Conner.

)
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* Full Hook-Ups
e Spaces Available
* Picnic/Park Area

1.Lop Haven R

¢ Quiet Country Atmosphere

2 Miles South of Marsir?g#
6920 Old'Bruneau Highway ¢ Marsing Idah0383639

e Fishing in the Snake River ¢ Daily/Weekly/Monthly

Open to Public:
Full Line Laundromat (75¢ load)

Propane ($2.00 gal)
Call: 896-4268

Rates
¢ Small Pets on Leashes
Allowed

GET IT FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
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Save On High-Speed Internet
with Frontier Telephone Today.

GIFT CARD
FOR FRONTIER SERVICES

Frontier's fastest High-Speed Internet is NOW ONLY

$ ; ; *
a month

for the
first 3 months

With Frontier Choices™ Telephone & Enhanced Feature Package.

PLUS: ORDER NOW AND GET A
$50 GIFT CARD FOR FRONTIER SERVICES!

TELEPHONE

RELIABLE SERVICE. Even when the power goes out.
LOCAL CALLING. Plus Voice mail, Caller ID, and more!
LONG DISTANCE. 30 minutes each month included.

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
MORE SPEED. Frontier's fastest High-Speed Internet —
allows you to shop online, download music, and more!

MORE SPORTS. ESPN360 offers the best of sports TV
and High-Speed Internet.

MORE SECURE. Frontier Secure Connections™ powered by
Computer Associates” helps protect your online experience.

fi‘Ohﬁ er 1.866.292.SAVE 72

*Promotional price does not include $3.99 monthly equipment charge.
© 2005 Citizens Communications Company. Residential customers only. Offer expires 12/31/05. One-year term commitment is required. Commitment will automatically renew based on the
terms of this promotional offer unless customer calls to cancel renewal prior to end of term commitment. If any service is canceled during term commitment period, customers will be charged a

termination fee of $200. $50 gift card for Frontier services requires order and installation of the services included in this Frontier offer. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of card. Feature-enabled equip-

for some calling features. Frontier High-Speed service is subject to availability. Maximum speeds may vary. Installation options vary and charges may apply. Frontier reserves

the ri continue, begin charging for, or change pricing (other than guaranteed pricing) of any feature or offer at any time including, but not limited to, software support and updates. Secure

requires Windows 98SE or higher. Security software must be downloaded using your residential Frontier High-Speed Internet service. Software is not available for Macintosh.

ires @ minimum download speed of 450 kbps and Windows XP or 2000. Long Distance service provided by Frontier Communications of America, Inc. To qualify for the 30 minutes

of long distance, Frontier must be your long distance provider and an eligible plan must be selected. A monthly recurring charge may apply and minutes expire monthly. Other restrictions may
apply. Applicable taxes and surcharges apply.
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HOW MUCH DOES A
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as you don't need to use it.

M COST YOU?

Ask alot o

... before you make any decisions. As with anything in life
what you pay for. The Federal government is making every

premium costs you nothing on a monthly basis, you need to
the cost of your health care when you access your benefits.

about copays, inpatient hospital costs, and how many of

your plan?

how True Blue can benefit you:

12/21/05

Golden Corral, Boise at 11:30 a.m.
Golden Corral, Boise at 11:30 a.m.
Dutch Inn, Nampa at 11:30 a.m.
Golden Corral, Nampa at 11:30 a.m.

e
-

provide lower-cost alternatives for Medicare recipients. While a $0

Take the time to investigate the alternatives available. Ask

doctors and hospitals will accept you as a patient if you need to use

Then call Blue Cross of Idaho to attend a True Blue seminar to learn
more about the benefits of becoming a member. You'll find that True
Blue offers an affordable premium, many additional benefits, along
with a great network of physicians, specialists and hospi

We invite you to join us for a FREE meal to find out

Quik Wok Fairview Ave. Meridian at 11:30 a.m.
Golden Dragon, 11:30 am Caldwell at 11:30 a.m.

questions first...

contract with our health care plan. A reliable network assures
you access when you need it. Blue Cross of Idaho is local, with
a support staff that is here in Idaho to help you with your
paperwork and answer any questions you may have.

, you get
effort to

consider

True Blue offers the following valuable features:

« Pharmacy benefits

» Broad provider network

« Enhanced benefits above and beyond Medicare

» Preventive health care, vision benefits and
hearing aid benefit

» No health screening for preexisting medical conditions

» Low fixed copayments for routine and preventive
health care

» Worldwide coverage and travel benefits

Call today-Seating is Limited!

387-6673 or 1-888-492-2583
TDD/TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-377-1363
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

f irueBlu&
a Medicare Advantage Plan

Now Serving Southwest Idaho

the local

itals that

BlueCross. '
of Idaho S

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

B may apply. A sales representative will be present with information and applicati
Blue Cross of Idaho at 1-888-492-2583.

True Blue is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. Beneficiaries must continue to pay the Part B premium. Anyone who resides in the plans service area and who has Medicare Part A and

ons. Free meal without obligation. For accommodations of persons with special needs at sales meetings call
H1350MK0615 (11/05)
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Help Avoid

HOLIDAY HEARTBURN

N -

FAMILY FEATURES EDITORIAL SYNDICATE

usy schedules filled with gift
shopping and family gatherings
can make it difficult to watch
your diet over the holidays.
When you’re on the go, it can
be hard to find foods that don’t trigger
your heartburn, the most common symp-
tom of gastroesophageal reflux disease
(GERD), also known as acid reflux disease.

More than 15 million adults in the
United States experience GERD, a con-
dition described as the frequent and
abnormal backflow of the stomach con-
tents into the esophagus. Changes in diet
and lifestyle may be enough to alleviate
your symptoms. However, if you experi-
ence persistent heartburn two or more days
a week, despite diet changes and treatment,
it could be GERD. Only a physician can
diagnose GERD and determine what treat-
ment plan is right for you.

“Over the holidays, it may be difficult to
avoid certain foods that might trigger heart-
burn,” said trained physician and chef
Timothy S. Harlan, MD, better known as
“Dr. Gourmet.” “I designed a new recipe
book, Cooking to Reduce the Burn, hoping
to provide people suffering with GERD
some guidance on how to enjoy delicious
foods while also managing their symptoms.”

Cooking to Reduce the Burn is a recipe
collection offering delicious, easy-to-
prepare recipes and useful tips designed
to help adults with GERD. Cooking to
Reduce the Burn offers 20 recipes, ranging
from breakfast smoothies to dinner options
including shrimp scampi and mushroom
risotto. The recipe book is available online
at www.thegerdlife.com. Some tips and
recipes included in the book to help GERD
sufferers are as follows:

Oven-Fried Chicken

Avoid eating snacks

before bed —
It may be tempting to visit
the refrigerator for a late
night treat, but consuming
snacks before going to bed
may aggravate GERD
symptoms. To reduce
nighttime reflux episodes
eat several hours before
lying down.

Keep a food diary —
Regularly logging symp-
toms and their causes will
help you identify GERD-
triggers so you can work
to avoid them in the future.

Wear loose-fitting

clothing —
Those loose-fitting holiday
sweaters and cozy sweat-
pants that keep you warm
in the winter season are
good choices for GERD
sufferers. Tight clothes and
belts can put pressure on
your stomach and aggra-
vate GERD symptoms.

Watch your weight —
If you are overweight,
weight loss may help
reduce GERD symptoms.
It’s also important to be
mindful of your weight
when sitting down to enjoy
a holiday feast.

To learn more about GERD,
talk to your doctor and visit
www.thegerdlife.com.

White Chili

While care has been taken
to ensure the accuracy of
these recipes, its authors are
not responsible for errors or
any consequences arising
from the information contained herein.
None of the recipes are intended as a
substitute for prescribed medical treatment,
and you should consult your doctor before

While trigger foods can vary, certain foods are commonly

embarking on any new diet regimen. Chocolate Tomato-based